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I do not know what actually the Working Committee
would have done if the war had come. But the war is only
postponed. During the breathing time, I present the way
of non-violence for acceptance by the Czechs. They do not
yet know what is in store for them. They can lose nothing
by trying the way of non-violence. The fate of Republican
Spain is hanging in the balance. So is that of China. If in
the end they all lose, they will do so not because their
cause is not just, but because they are less skilled in the
science of destruction or because they are undermanned.
What would Republican Spain gain if it had Franco's re-
sources, or China if she had Japan's skill in war or, the
Czechs if they had the skill of Herr Hitler? I suggest
that, if it is brave, as it is, to die to a man fighting against
odds, it is braver still to refuse to fight and yet to refuse
to yield to the usurper. If death is a certainty in either
case, is it not nobler to die with the breast bared to the
enemy without malice against him within?
Harijan, 8-10-1938
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If I have called the arrangement with Herr Hitler
cpeace without honour', it was not to cast any' reflection
on British or French statesmen. I have no doubt that
Mr. Chamberlain could not think of anything better. He
knew his nation's limitations. He wanted to avoid war,
if it could be avoided at all. Short of going to war, he
pulled his full weight in favour of the Czechs. That it could
not save honour was no fault of his. It would be so every
time there is a struggle with Herr Hitler or Signor Mussolini.
It cannot be otherwise. Democracy dreads to spill blood.
The philosophy for which the two dictators stand calls it
cowardice to shrink from carnage. They exhaust the re-
sources of poetic art in order to glorify organized murder.
There is no humbug about their word or deed. They are
ever ready for war. There is nobody in Germany or Italy
to cross their path.   Their word is law.

